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digging a well?' This would be a well-deserved taunt. But we wish
to suggest a measure that can be adopted immediately and will fore-
stall this taunt. Primarily our duty is to search out the hidden causes
and suggest permanent remedies. It is quackery to apply ointment
on a boil; the infection should be traced to its source and effectively
treated.

The immediate thing for the Indian community to do is to petition
the Government asking for stricter police protection in localities where
murders are frequent There is little possibility of the Government
being able to provide such protection in outlying areas. The residents
of these localities or regions should act collectively and employ their
own watchmen. Alternatively, the people in sparsely populated areas
should shift to more thickly populated ones. Acting collectively in
these matters is an essential characteristic of nationhood. We are
about to become a nation. But Indians must bear in mind that they are
not yet a nation in the modern sense of the term. We cannot become
something by imagining we are that.

[From Gujarati]
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ROOTS OF TRUTH
If this can happen in the professions mentioned, why not in trade
and commerce? Why is it that trade is always associated with un-
scrupulousness? We shall see on reflection that it is always assumed
that the merchant is moved [solely] by self-interest. Even though he
has a socially useful function, we take it for granted that his object is to
fill his own coffers. Even the laws are so drafted as to enable the mer-
chant to amass wealth with the utmost speed. It is also accepted as a
principle that the buyer must offer the lowest possible price and the
seller must demand and accept the highest. The trader has thus been
encouraged in this habit, yet the public themselves look down on him
for his dishonesty. This principle must be abandoned. It is not right
that the merchant should look only to self-interest and amass
wealth. This is not trade, but robbery. The soldier lays down his life
for the state and the trader ought to suffer [a comparable] loss, ought
even to lose his life in the interests of society. In all states the soldier's
profession is to defend the people; the pastor's to teach it; the physician's
to keep it in health; the lawyer's to enforce pure justice in it; and the
merchant's to provide for it. And it is the duty of each on due occasion
to die for the people. The soldier must be prepared to die at his post of